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The Ability to Change the World

T

he Rotary Club of Sebastopol
Sunrise has been working with
the Rotary Club of Manila to
bring improved health care to the
Philippines by providing grants for a
telemedicine and electronic medical
records program to help the underserved in the Philippines.
The clubs signed a Memorandum
of Understanding last December to
fund a pilot project at the Mary
Johnston Hospital in Manila.
The groundbreaking project is
made possible through the auspices
of Dr. James Gude’s telemedicine
services, which serves Palm Drive
Hospital as well as several outlying
district hospitals in Northern
California.
“Sebastopol is the flagship of
telemedicine because of Dr. Gude,”
President of Sebastopol Sunrise
Rotary Gail Thomas said. “We have a
few things in the West County that
have the ability to change the world.”
Sebastopol Sunrise Rotary provided a $3,000 donation complemented
by $2,000 from the Manila Rotary
Club and $5,000 from a private donor,
which will provide computers, networking and software to the Manila
hospital.
According to Thomas, it is Rotary’s
vision to create a worldwide “Med
Web.”
“There is another pilot in
Zimbabwe and we’re working to set
one up in the Congo and Haiti,” she

Dr. James Gude (back row, center) with the staff of Mama Tabitha Hospital, Kolwezi, Congo.
said. “Mikel Cook, club International
Service Chairman, even found a hospital in India through international
Rotary connections. With these five
pilot programs, we’re seeding a
worldwide consulting network.”
Telemedicine services can improve
access to health care by using technology to extend the reach of physicians and specialists to underserved
areas.

Sebastopol Sunrise Rotarian Brian Bauer (right) attends a ceremony
signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the Manila Rotary Club in
Novemebr 2012. Pictured with Bauer Roberto "Obet" M. Pagdanganan,
former Manila Rotary President (center) and Dr. Myrna Velasquez, Mary
Johnston Hospital, Manila, Philippines (left).

In today’s world, where access to
the Internet is available to most medical facilities, it is possible for medical
professionals to consult on cases
across town or thousands of miles
away in real time and then the needed treatment can be initiated.
“Doctors can compare notes and
learn from each other, too,” Thomas
added. “Through technology, we can
facilitate cross-pollination in real
time. What impresses me is that we
can have two physicians on opposite
sides of the globe talking about medical issues. We’ll be taking the concept to the International Rotary conference in Lisbon later this year.”
Thomas said that with the basic
system set in place, people in remote
areas without access to traditional
forms of medical services can get
such services with the help of cell
phones, iPads and other compact,
portable pieces of equipment.
“Getting technology to them easier
than transporting people,” she said.
“The question is: What do we have to
do to set up the networking capacity?
Let’s get that set up so we can work
hospital to hospital, then they can
work on it from there.”
Aside from its work trying to create a worldwide web of health care,
Sunrise Rotary participates in Rotary
International’s efforts to eradicate
Polio, bring potable water to places
that don’t have it and also to provide
mosquito netting to people who live
in places afflicted with malaria.

But it’s not all about international
philanthropy either. Rotarians are
also hard at work here at home in the
community, providing grants and
helping local non-profits.”
Each year the Club sponsors a
project with Rebuilding Together and
hosts a Christmas dinner that serves
upwards of 600 Sebastopol area people.
All of this activity is funded by two
main events, Sebastopol’s Cajun
Festival and Guys Can Cook, Too! A
full two-thirds of the money raised
goes right back into the community.
And on top of that, they just have
fun together.
“This community is amazing,”
Thomas said. “Our club likes to do
things in the community: We really
do have a good time together, laugh a
lot and get a lot done.”
Club meetings are held at 7:15
a.m. every Wednesday at the
Sebastopol Masonic Hall.
Rotary is an organization of business, professional and community
leaders united worldwide who provide humanitarian service, encourage
high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and
peace in the world.
For additional information about
becoming involved Rotary, the
telemedicine project or local philanthropy, contact Rotary Club of
Sebastopol Sunrise President Gail
Thomas at poohcornerfarm@comcast.net.

